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The indigenous peoples of Australia have a tradition that they call song lines. 
Bruce Chatwin, in his book, "The Songlines", described their practice:

“The melodic contour of the song describes the land over which the song passes ... certain phrases, 
certain combinations of musical notes, are thought to describe the actions of the ancestors’ feet. 
An expert song man … would count how many times he has crossed a river or scaled a ridge – and be able to 
calculate where, and how far along, the songline he was ... 
A musical phrase is a map reference. Music is a memory bank for finding one’s way about the world.”

In this work, I use parts of several songs. They grew out of my inner world. This piece is a journey through
that uncharted wilderness.

Song Lines was premiered by the Modern Brass Quintet, in Pasadena, California on March 14, 2020. 
Members of the quintet were:

Dan Rosenboom and Rob Schaer, trumpets
Dylan Hart, horn
Steven Suminski, trombone
Doug Tornquist, tuba.

-Steven Juliani
February 18, 2020
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.œ- Jœ- œ- œ-

.œ- jœ- œ- œ-

.œn -
jœ- œ- œ-

.œ- jœ- œ- œ-
f

strong, like a fanfare

f
strong, like a fanfare

.œ Jœ- œä ä̇

.œ Jœ- œä â̇

.œ Jœ- œä â̇

.œ Jœ- œä ä̇

Œ ‰ Jœ- œä ä̇
f
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6

4

7

4
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Horn

Tbn.

Tuba or
Bs. Tbn.

œ œ- œ .˙

œ œ- œ .˙

˙ .˙
˙ .˙
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˙ .˙

w Ó

œ œ œn ˙ ˙

œ œ œn ˙ ˙
wn Ó

w Ó
F

F

F
Soli

F
Soli

F
œ œ œn ˙ ˙

œ œ œn ˙ ˙

œn œ œ ˙ ˙n œ
œn œ œ ˙ ˙n œ
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,
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.˙

.˙
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.˙
F

F

œn - œ œ œ œ œ-
œ- œ œ œ œ œ-
œn - œ œ œ œ œ-
œ- œ œ œ œ œn -

œ- œ œ œ œ œb -

f

f

f

f

f

.œn -
jœ œ œn

wn

.œ- Jœ œ œn

w

w

œ- Œ Ó

œb - œ œn œ œ

w
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&
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?

?
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bbbb

bbbbb

bbbbb
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6

4

4

4

6

4
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Horn
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œ- œ œ œ œ

w
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wn -̇
Ó Ó ˙n -

˙n - ˙A - -̇
Ó ˙A -̇

F

f

f

.œ- Jœ- œ- œ-

.œ- jœb - œ- œ-

.œ- jœ- œ- œ-

.œ- jœ- œ- œ-

ff
big fanfare

ff
big fanfare

ff
big fanfare

ff
big fanfare

.œ- Jœ- œ- .-̇

.œ- jœ- œb - .-̇

.œ- jœ- œ- .-̇

.œ- jœ- œ- .-̇

Œ ‰ jœ- œ- .-̇ff
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.œ- Jœ- œ- œ-

.œ- jœ- œ- œn -

.œ-
jœb - œ- œ-

.œ- jœ- œ- œ-
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.œ- Jœä œä >̇

.œ- Jœä œä >̇

.œ- Jœä œä >̇

.œ- Jœä œä >̇

Œ ‰ Jœ
ä œä >̇

ff

œ œ- -̇

œ œ ˙

œ œ- -̇
œ œ ˙

œ œ ˙

.-̇

.˙

.-̇

.˙

.˙

w

w

w
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