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INSTRUMENTATION

2 Flutes
Piccolo
2 Oboes (2. English Horn)
3 Clarinets (3. Bass Clarinet)
2 Bassoons 
4 Horns
3 Trumpets 
2 Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba
Timpani
3 Percussion: 
2 Snare Drums, Wind Gong, Bass Drum, Triangle, Tubular Bells, Glockenspiel, Tambourine, 2 sets of Tom-toms, Piatti,
Brake Drum, Finger Cymbals  

Strings

PROGRAM NOTE

When I started work on what would be Skyscrapers, the music reminded me of the urban landscape. What I heard sounded like a 
large downtown skyscraper - the kind of building that is a complex world unto itself -  filled with businesses of all kinds marching on in 
a stressful daily dance. These skyscrapers are symbols of immense power and the businesses within them project that power 
as part of their identity. As I worked through the piece I realized that my imagined “skyscraper" was an allegory for a similar complex 
world that exists within all of us.

The piece alternates between the external view of a strong, powerful structure and the world that exists inside – one that is more complicated. 
The first section of the piece depicts the skyscraper at rest, before the sun rises and before it is filled with people. 
Gradually the structure is filled with people at work. They grapple with the issues of the day, make important decisions and struggle with 
the stressors that accompany all of that. The music grows in intensity towards the statement of the main theme at letter B. 
This music is the skyscraper at its most powerful – a gleaming symbol of modern life. 

As the main theme dissipates (at letter C), the music goes inside. The sound is more intense and complex and eventually resolves into a calm, 
quiet chordal section (letter G). This is a deeper layer of the world we have been exploring – a foundational space. 
The music gradually moves back out of this world, pulling out to a broader view and eventually returning to the grandeur of the whole.

COMPOSER BIOGRAPHY

Steven Juliani (b. 1960) started composing music in 2016 after a long career as a professional horn player and music copyist in 
Los Angeles. 

Juliani’s music has been performed by the “President’s Own” United States Marine Band and by members of the  Minnesota Orchestra, 
San Francisco Symphony, Cleveland Orchestra, San Francisco Opera Orchestra, Kennedy Center Opera Orchestra and the 
National Symphony Orchestra.

His music has also been performed by the Eastman Horn Choir, Sheffield Chamber Players, Atlantic Brass Quintet, Modern Brass Quintet, 
Adelaide Horn Jam, Twin Cities Horn Club and at the Mostly Modern Festival.

An album of his music for brass, Coruscate, was released in September of 2019.

Juliani owns Juliani Music Preparation, a business that has worked on hundreds of motion pictures including The Notebook, 
Ride Along and Strays. His work has resulted in collaborations with among others - Clint Eastwood, Rod Stewart, Burt Bacharach, 
Adam Sandler, Quincy Jones, Michael Jackson and Barbra Streisand.

Juliani was a 2019 fellow in the Gabriela Lena Frank Creative Academy of Music and is a graduate of the Curtis Institute of Music (BM), 
the University of Southern California (MM) and Southwestern Law School (JD). 

Juliani was a criminal defense attorney in San Rafael, California, where he lives now.
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Flute 2
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Clar. 1
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