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This brass quintet was originally a choral piece. 

The text that was set to the music is my adaptation of a famous speech, from 1853,
attributed to Chief Seattle, of the Suquamish Tribe. 

The speech was apparently given at a ceremony, on what is now called Puget Sound, 
to mark the arrival of a governor sent by the federal government to manage the newly 
created Washington territory.

Chief Seattle, who had been a great warrior, recognized that, going forward, his people 
would no longer live freely on land that had been their home for thousands of years. 

The destruction of Native American society by the government of the United States, 
as sanctioned by Supreme Court rulings, is a tragedy that has not been reckoned 
with by Americans.

These words remind us of the Native American's soulful connection to the natural
world - something that we are unfamiliar with. 

When my tribe is a memory
these shores we love will swarm
with our invisible dead.

In all the Earth 
there is no place
dedicated to solitude.

But when the land is silent
my people will return.

There is no death,
only a change of worlds.

-Steven Juliani
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